
The Cleveland Mine 
By Joseph Barreca 

 
 The threat of rain did little to dampen the 
enthusiasm of rock hounds assembled to explore the 
Cleveland Mine, Sunday May 15th at 10:00 AM.  Rex 
and Mable Barrans have an email l ist of interested 
parties from several rock clubs.  You can get on it by 
contacting them at rmbarrans@turboisp.com.  
By the time I arrived, there was already a line of cars 
and someone had discovered wild iris in bloom. 

 The 
Cleveland Mine 
dates from 1892.  
It’ s 12 claims, 
discovered by W.L. 
Falter and T.F. 
“ Art”  Tinsley, show 
values in lead, zinc, 
silver and 
antimony.  It has a 
long history of new 
discoveries and 

reopening.  Five years later, a ledge of gold, silver and 
copper was found 4 miles from the Cleveland camp.  
There were 300 men working mines in the area,  but 
shipping was costly.  Three million dollars worth of 
ore was said to be produced in the 20’s and as late as 
1948 it was producing 300 tons per month.  New ore 
bodies of all minerals were discovered in 1966.  We 
saw mining equipment that has been used a few years 
ago. 

 

This rock arch leads to an abandoned shaft, 

which from the sound of 
rocks tossed in, goes 
down a long ways.  It 
was too dangerous to get 
very close. 
 This adit went 
back 400 feet before old 
timber shoring brought 
the already mucky trip 
up short.  The water runs 
red with iron.  There was 
pyrite everywhere.  Of 
particular interest was 

the arsenopyrite in a tailings pile below this entrance. 
 Rex found some flowstone on the walls inside. 

 This rock tells some of the story.  It is a 
conglomerate with a black matrix encasing lighter 
layered fragments.  On the top are vugs with quartz 

crystals and a light 
spot on the face is a 
fractured clay with 
zinc and other 
minerals.  We found 
samples of 
sphalerite, pyrite, 
stibnite crystals 
(Sb2S3) and 
arsenopyrite. 
 Lunch 
brought a downpour 
with it that washed 
me out.  But not 
before I had a car 
full of strange 
minerals and a 
conviction that the 
Cleveland Rocks! 


